Obstetric complications in siblings of Japanese schizophrenics: data from the Maternal and Child Health Handbook.
Although the precise etiology of schizophrenia remains unknown, the development of schizophrenia has been associated with a history of obstetric complication (OC). Furthermore, some studies show structural and functional brain abnormalities in the unaffected siblings of schizophrenics. In this study the perinatal histories of 18 unaffected siblings of schizophrenics and 15 unrelated healthy controls, as detailed in their mothers' Maternal and Child Health Handbook records, were retrospectively analyzed. Records were scored for obstetric complication by the method developed by [Parnas, J., Schulsinger, F., Teasdale, T.W., Shulsinger, H., Feldman, P.M., Mednick, S.A., 1982. Perinatal complications and clinical outcome within the schizophrenia spectrum. Br. J. Psychiatry 140, 416-420]. The authors found the sibling group had greater pregnancy and birth complication (PBC) frequency, severity and total scores than the control population.